To: Sysum, Scoll[Sysum Scoti@epa gov]

From: Plenys, Thomas

Sent: Tue 11/29/2016 6:05:11 PM

Subject: Re: California Environmental Law & Policy Update - November 18, 2016

Interesting, thanks for finding this Scott

From: Sysum, Scott

Sent: Tuesday, November 29 2016 9:31:23 AM

To: Ardillo, Anne: Gerdes, Jason: McPherson, Ann; Plenys, Thomas

Subject: F\W: California Environmental Law & Policy Update - November 18, 2016

Groups sue over offshore hydraulic fracturing

Ventura County Star - November 16

Ihe Environmental Defense Center and Santa Barbara Channelkeeper filed a lawsuit in
federal court in L os Angeles this week to prohibit offshore drilling pracilices In the Sanla
Barbara Channel, arguing that federal agencies did not comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act and Endangered Species Act In their analysis and approvals In
May, the Bureau of Safety and Environimenlal Enforcement and Bureau of Ocean Energy
Managenent released an envitonmental review of hydiraulic riactuning and other well
stimulation treatments at 23 oll and gas platformes off California's coast. Their analysis found
no significant environmental impacts. The environmental groups, however, allege the review
was Inadeguate in examining potenlial impacts to water and air quality and about two dozen
thteatened of endanpered species . Including whales otters birds, and fish

Vit

Scott Sysum

National Older Worker Careet Center

Energy Specialist
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U.8. EPA Region IX

Environmental Review Section (ENF-4-2)
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94106

voice-415.972.3742 fax-415-947-3562
Email sysum scotliiiepa goy

From: Allen Matkins News [mailto:news@allenmatkins.com]

Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 3:31 PM

To: Sysum, Scott <Sysum.Scott@epa.gov>

Subject: California Environmental Law & Policy Update - November 18, 2016

This weekce Jatest California environmental law news.

November 18 2016 | Broblemiviewing ? Click to view opline

FOCUS
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?ﬁi@%ﬁﬁcﬁm ng@’j 4 milion

tevemgamsiora ge
ﬁé:ier round fuel tanks at 780 gas stations around
ver the past 10 years Siate Attorney
General Kamala Harnis and prosecuiors from
ég!wgge e*ré% Diego. and e‘sght other California
couniies announce the Civil setflement with BP on
Thursday Under the setllement which still heeds
final approval from the Alameda County Superior
Court, BP officials agree to make the settlement

pavinenis withion: admitling to violations

Another step in long march
toward California water deal
in Congress

McClatchyDC - November 16

The House Natural Resources Committee on
Wednesday approved a major irrigation drainage
deal with California s politically polent Westlands
Water District, a8 Rhode Islanc-sized district in the
San Joaqguin Valley. 1 he bill would forgive a
roughly $375 million debt owed by Westlands and
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secure ieavorable new waler conracts for the
disitict et the dislrict would retive 100 000
of its 600 000 acres and relieve the federal
government of its obligation to build a potentially
multibillion-dollar irrigation drainage system As
partof the ceal Weslands wolld assume
responsibility for providing the irrigation drainage.

L.A. school district urges
shut down of gas wells near
Porter Ranch

Los Angeles Daily News - November 15

After lesimony by Porier Ranch parents. children
and environmental aclivists, the Los Angeles
Unified School District (LAUSD) governing board
voted on luesday to ask that the state Division of
Ol Gas and Geothermal Resources, the Public
Utiliies Commission, and Governior Jerry Brown
decommission the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility, 2
2.000.ac0e gas field beneath the hille north of
Porter Ranch. LAUSD will also request that the
Los angeles Depattment of Walel and Powet nol
burn diesel, a source of poliution, at its Sun Valley
and Wilminaton power planis o replace any
resulting shortage of natural gas. The Aliso
Canyon gas leak released more than 100 000
melric tons of methane into the air from October
2015 throdgh Febiuary iorcing the relocation of
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o two Porler Banch elemeniary

Groups sue over offshore
hydraulic fracturing

Ventura County Star - November 16

The Environmental Defense Center and Santa
Barbara Channelkeeper filed a lawsuil in federal
court in Los Angeles this week fo prohibit offshore
drilling practices in the Santa Barbara Channel,
arguing that federal agencies did not comply with
the National Environmental Policy Act and
Endangered Species Acl inl their analysis and
approvals In May, the Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement and Bureau of Ocean
Eneray Maonagetnent ieleased an enviioninienial
review of hydraulic fracturing and other well
stimulation beaiments al 20 oll and cas plationns
off California’s coast I heir analysis found no
significant environmental impacis. The
envilonimental groups however dllege the review
was inadequate in examining potential impacts lo
waler and 2ir guality and aboll bvo dozen
threatened or endangered species, inciuding
whales ollers birds and fish

|
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President Obama rescinds
Arctic offshore drilling
proposal

The Hill - November 18

President Obama has rescinded a proposal to
allow new ol end natiral gas diilling in the Arciic
Ocean as part of a five-year plan for leasing
released on Eriday, taking drilling rights sales off
fhe taple throuoh 2027 The Interior Deoa iment
had previously proposed limited drilling rights sales
to the Beaufort and Chukchi seas north of Alaska,
where there has never been ol and nalural nes
production rom taditional mobile dilling tigs. The
decision all but bans Arciue drilling for thatl Uire
period since oil companies have el almost dll of
their leases inthe Arclic expite of have
surrendered them. Subject o a long regulatory
process, President-elect Donald Trump could seek
o amend the five year adiling plan o add more
sales Because e plan I8 being teleased lale in
President Obama s time in office, congressional
Republicans could try legisiatively to overtum the
plan or open the Arctlic or Atlantic to drilling.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
SERVICES
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Allen Matkins’ Environmental L aw Group assists
clients on matters relating to:

o | 1 L ILILILILIRequlatory compliance and
permitting

o | [ 1 LI L] contaminated sites and Superfund

o | | LILILILIL] Environmental impact analysis
{CEQA and NEPA)

o | LI Natural resources
o | L LILLILL] water rights/water supply

e || LILLILIIclimate change and sustainable
development

o L1 11LILILLIEnvironmental risk management

o | 111 LIl Environmental enforcement and
litigation

o [ L1ILIILIL]Legislative advocacy

o L LR Lioe

ACHIEVEMENTS
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Allen Matkins has one of California's best
Environmental practices (2010-2015)
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